[The assessment of liver microsomal oxidative capacity via caffeine and antipyrine elimination in patients with chronic active hepatitis: preliminary results].
The hepatic metabolism of drugs in patients with chronic active hepatitis has been studied in a few occasions, finding discordant results. In our preliminary study we pretend to appraise the microsomal oxidative hepatic metabolism in 10 chronic active hepatitis HBs Ag(+) outpatients without clinical symptoms. The concentrations of both substances were measured in saliva and the caffeine and antipyrine tests of these patients were compared to control group. The difference found in the caffeine and antipyrine elimination, between the chronic active hepatitis group and the control group, have been low, without statistics significance (p > 0.1). Although, the results are preliminaries and is necessary to follow this study in many patients, probably the caffeine and antipyrine elimination are not decreased in the chronic active hepatitis without clinical symptoms. In these patients, the microsomal oxidative hepatic metabolism is not altered.